ELECTIONS, HEALTH

AND POLITICS

AN EVALUATION IN LIGHT OF
TURKEY'S 7 JULY 2015 GENERAL
ELECTIONS

PROF. HASAN HUSEYIN YILDIRIM







ELECTIONS, HEALTH

AND POLITICS
AN EVALUATION IN LIGHT OF
TURKEY'S 7 JULY 2015 GENERAL
ELECTIONS

PROF. HASAN HUSEYIN YILDIRIM

Health
Policy
Books

November 2020, Ankara



© 2020 All rights reserved.

Our works cannot be reproduced, shared or transferred in printed
and/or electronic media. Quotations that exceed the normal size
cannot be made. Reference is required for normal and legal quota-
tions. Our material and moral rights are reserved.

Certificate No: 28976
ISBN: 978-605-70098-5-2

Second edition: November 2020, Ankara (in English, pdf/epub)
First edition: September 2016, Ankara (in Turkish, printed)

Suggested citation

Yildirnm HH. (2020). Elections, Health and Politics: An Evaluation
in Light of Turkey’s 7 July 2015 General Elections. Second Edition.
Health Policies Books (eBook). Absam Publishing, Ankara.

Health Policy Books | Absam Publishing

ABSAM Health Policies Centre

Mesrutiyet Mah. Konur Sok. No:38/13 Cankaya/Ankara/TURKEY
info@healthpolicybooks.com | www.healthpolicybooks.com



THE AUTHOR

Professor Hasan Hiiseyin YILDIRIM

Hasan Hiiseyin Yildirim graduated from the Department of
Health Management at Hacettepe University (Ankara-Tur-
key) in 1996 with the highest GPA. He started his academic
life as a research assistant at the Hacettepe University in
the same year. Earning master and PhD degrees at Hacet-
tepe University in the field of Health Management and Pol-
icy, Yildirim worked as a visiting research associate (2005-
2006) at the LSE Health Research Centre through Chevening
scholarship of the British Council. During this period, Dr.
Yildirim mainly focused on health policies, health systems,
health economics, health financing and effect of the EU

health policies on the health policies of Turkey.

Dr. Yildirnmm worked as a faculty member at Hacettepe
University until 2017. Besides being a professor of health
policies at the University of Health Sciences (Ankara, Tur-
key), Dr. Yildirim is also the director of TUSEB Turkish In-
stitute for Health Policies, and the acting general secretary
of TUSEB. Dr. Yildirim has also been serving as a Steering
Committee Member of the G20 Global Innovation Hub for

Improving Value in Health.

Previously, Dr. Yildinm served as a board member of
TUSEB (2019-2020); an acting director of Turkish Institute
for Traditional and Complementary Medicine (2017-2020);
a Deputy Head of Department of Health Management at



Hacettepe University (2012-2013); founder and director of
ABSAM Health Researches Centre (2013-2017); member
of board of directors of EHMA (European Health Manage-
ment Association-Belgium) (2015-2016); consultant of TOBB
Turkish Health Institutions Council (2015-2017); member of
consultative board of International Healthcare Research
Centre-USA (2013-2016) and consultant of Saglik-Sen (2008-
2015). Additionally, he worked as a commission expert in
the “Parliamentary Research Commission on Research and
Designation of Measures for Increasing Violence against
Healthcare Professionals” at Turkish Grand National Assem-
bly (2012-2013).

Dr. Yildirim represented Turkey in the international pro-
ject titled “Health PROMeTHEUS: Health Professional Mobili-
ty in the European Union Study” (2009-2012) financed under
the 7th Framework Programme of EU, also took part in the
“Turkey Health Literacy Research” conducted on behalf of
Saglik-Sen, and “Turkey Medical Tourism Report 2013” and
“Turkey International Patient Report 2015-2016” prepared
on behalf of the Ministry of Health, Turkey.

Dr. Yildirim has nearly 100 articles and 50 books & book
chapters. The book titled "Public Policy: Theory and Prac-
tice", in which he is among the authors of the chapter, re-
ceived the 2014 TUBA's Noteworthy Copyright Award.

Furthermore, Dr. Yildirnrm got Hacettepe Student Sci-
ence Encouragement Award, ihsan Dogramaci Outstanding
Achievement Award, SIODER Leader Public Manager of the
Year Award, and By Protocol Magazine Silver Career Bureau
of the Year Award.



Specialized in health policies, Dr. Yildirim's works pri-
marily focus on policy, management and economics issues

related to health, health services and health systems.






ABSAM HEALTH POLICIES
CENTRE

ABSAM Health Policies Centre (Ankara, Turkey) aims to add-
ing years to life and life to years, and so contributing to
community development through producing original, cre-
ative, usable and innovative knowledge based on R&D by
carrying out consultancy, research, training and publish-
ing activities in an integrated manner in all related areas of
health, health care and health systems; particularly policy,

management and economic dimensions.

Health Policy Books (HPBs)

The Health Policy Books aims to present critical, interdisci-
plinary eBooks around policy, economics and management
issues related to health, health services, and health systems.
Each volume provides a critical approach to a particular is-
sue or important topic, and is of interest and relevance to
students, scholars and practitioners across the health poli-
cy, health economics and health management sciences. The
books are produced by ABSAM Health Policies Centre.

List of Titles

1. Yildirim HH. (2020). Elections, Health and Politics: An
Evaluation in Light of Turkey's 7 July 2015 General
Elections. Second Edition. Health Policy Books (eB-
00k). Absam Publishing, Ankara.

2. Yildirim HH. (2020). Health Literacy: Where Does Tur-
key Stand in the Picture? What Should be Done? Sec-

Vii



Vi

ond Edition. Health Policy Books (eBook). Absam Pub-
lishing, Ankara.

Yildirnm HH. (2020). Implications from the Obama
Healthcare Reforms: Lessons to be Drawn for Turkey
and Others. Second Edition. Health Policy Books (eB-
0ok). Absam Publishing, Ankara.

Yildirim HH. (2020). 15 Years of AK Party Rule: An Eval-
uation in terms of Health and Health Policies. Second
Edition. Health Policy Books (eBook). Absam Publish-
ing, Ankara.

Yildirim HH, Ozlem O and Yildirim T. (2020). Financial
Sustainability in Health Systems: Theory and Practice.
Second Edition. Health Policy Books (eBook). Absam
Publishing, Ankara.

Yildirnm HH. (2020). Branding in Health Tourism: A
Strategic Business Model Proposal For Countries.
Second Edition. Health Policy Books (eBook). Absam
Publishing, Ankara.

Yildirtm HH. (2020). Health Managers of the Future:
What to do for a Successful Design? Second Edition.
Health Policy Books (eBook). Absam Publishing, An-
kara.

Yildirim HH. (2020). The Relationships Among Sunnat-
ullah, Religion, Science, Lore and Gnosis. Second Edi-
tion. Health Policy Books (eBook). Absam Publishing,
Ankara.

Yildirim HH. (2020). Testing Health Systems and Pol-
icies in the COVID 19 Pandemic Process: the Turkish
Case. Second Edition. Health Policy Books (eBook).
Absam Publishing, Ankara.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Yildirim HH. (2020). Considerations of the COVID19
Pandemic: an Assessment from a Health Policy Per-
spective. Second Edition. Health Policy Books (eBook).
Absam Publishing, Ankara.

Yildirim HH. (2020). The Turkish Family Medicine Mod-
el: A Comparative Analysis with the European Union
Practice. Second Edition (eBook). Health Policy Books.
Absam Publishing, Ankara.

Yildirim HH. (2020). User Charges in Healthcare: The
Viewpoint of Stakeholders about User Charges in Tur-
key’s Health System. Second Edition. Health Policy
Books (eBook). Absam Publishing, Ankara.

Yildirim HH. (2020). Can Caesarean Section Rates be
Reduced? What Should the Methods Be? An Evalua-
tion from a Comparative Health Systems Perspective.
Second Edition. Health Policy Books (eBook). Absam
Publishing, Ankara.

Yildirim HH. (2020). Political Analysis of the Turkish
Healthcare Reform Attempts: The Reasons for Failure
and Lessons to be Learned. Second Edition. Health
Policy Books (eBook). Absam Publishing, Ankara.






FORWARD

Health, by its nature, is in the centre of interest of political
institutions, and thus, of elections. This book aims to ana-
lyse the relationship of ‘elections, health, and politics’ in the

context of general election hold in Turkey on 7 June 2015.

We believe that our book fills an important gap in elec-
toral politics and health discussions, and hope that you en-

joy it.

Health Policy Books

Second Edition (eBook)
November 2020, Ankara

Xi






CONTENTS

THE AUTHOR iii
ABSAM HEALTH POLICIES CENTRE vii

Health Policy BOOKS (HPBS) .....cccoeveueururureneserererniseneeenesenennans vii
FORWARD xi
ABBREVIATIONS XV
1. INTRODUCTION 1

2. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POLITICS AND HEALTH.3

3. ELECTORAL POLITICS AND HEALTH 7
3.1. The Meaning and Importance of Health in Respect
of Electoral POLItiCS ......ccciviiciniiciicciicciicciiccncccnnnns 7

3.2. The Reflections of Election Politics in Terms of
| (= 1L o TR 9

3.3. A Comparative Analysis of the Party Manifestos for
the General Elections of 7 June 2015 in Terms of Health

POLITICS covuvieeiieecirecirecreectrectrecseeeeraeeessaeessasesssaesssaeeessnsssssessnens 12
3.3.1. Election Manifestos of the Parties ...........cccceeueen.. 13
3.3.2. The Ideologies of the Parties ..............ereucne. 13

3.3.3. Primary Obsectives, Principles and Policies .... 13

3.3.4. Financing of Health Services and User

CRATGES .ttt ettt st sesasasens 16
3.3.5. Health Services DeliVETY ......couceeveeveesveeersersvessenne 18
3.3.6. Public Health Measures ..............ceeeverveerscreruencnn. 18
3.3.7. HEAltN INAUSITY ....eeueeeeeeeeereeereeeeeeeeieeeseesensenene 19



3.3.8. Health TOUTISIM c...uueeeeeeeeeveeenveeeinveesivreesveesssveessavenens 20

3.3.9. Regional IMDAlanCes ..........ceeeveeeeerereeeuereerenrenveneens 21
3.3.10. Financial Sustainability ..........cccceeceeveeveeseeeersensuens 22
3.3.11. Public Private Partnership: City Hosptials........ 23
3.3.12. Empowerment of Patients and Literacy ........... 23
3.3.13. Health WOTKETS.....c.couvurererueurincrecerissisicsaesanenne 24
3.3.14. Health Policies for the Elderly............ccccevveveeueune 24
3.3.15. HEAILN LAW ....uueeeeeeiieeeeeeeeeieeseeieeene 25
3.3.16. Equality and Equity in Health Care...................... 25
3.3.17. Free Health ServViCes ........eeceeveeeneeeeesereneeseeene 26
4. CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 29
5. REFERENCES 31

XV




FIGURES

Figure 1. The Relationship Between Health and Politics: A
Conceptual FramewWOTrK .......ccceeveerernernrenenrenseeseenenne 6

TABLES

Table 1. Frequency of the Word "Health" in Party
StAteMENtS (£3) c.ceeecuceecreeceecneeeereeneerecseesesessesesesens 8

Table 2. Elections Statements of Political Partices and
Health: A Comparative Perspective........c.cocceueuee... 33

XV






AK PARTI

CHP

EHMA
et al.
EU
EVIPNet
GDP
GPA

G20
HDP

HL
HLS-EU
HLS-TR
HTP
HPBs

IOM
MHP

NGOs
NUTS-1

ABBREVIATIONS

Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi (AK Party - Justice
and Development Party)

Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi (Republican People's
Party)

European Health Management Association
et alii

European Union

Evidence Informed Policy Network

Gross Domestic Product

Graduate Point Average

The Group of Twenty
Halklarin Demokratik Partisi (Peoples'

Democratic Party)

Health Literacy

Health Literacy - European Union
Turkish Health Literacy (TR-HLS)
Health Transformation Programme
Health Policy Books

Institute of Medicine

Milliyetci Hareket Partisi (Nationalist
Movement Party)

Non-Governmental Organisations

Nomenclature d'Unités Territoriales

Statistiques-1

XVii



R&D Research and Development
Saglik-Sen Saglik ve Sosyal Hizmet Calisanlar: Sendikasi

(Health and Social Workers Union)

SIODER  Saglik, inovasyon ve Organizasyon Dernegi
(Health, Innovation and Organisation

Association)

TOBB Tiirkiye Odalar ve Borsalar Birligi (The Union
of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of

Turkey)
TUBA Tirkiye Bilimler Akademisi (Turkish Academy of

Sciences)

TUSEB Tiirkiye Saglik Enstitiileri Baskanligi (Health

Institutes of Turkey)

TUSPE Tiirkiye Saglik Politikalar1 Enstitiisii (Turkish

Institute for Health Policies)
WHO World Health Organisation

% Percent

XViii






ISBN: 978-605-70098-5-2



	Blank Page
	Blank Page



